THE   SUFFERING   TIGER

villages, the cost being charged to *fi Local Funds,v then a
milch cow of the district authorities. The tiger, It appeared,

had at first taken kindly enough to this change of diet*
But the ease with which it was put into his mouth, the

loss of exercise in being saved the trouble of securing for
himself the deer and other big game, and over-indulgence,
perhaps,, in the daily-provided bullock., engendered habits of
indolence affecting his constitutions so that the watchers
reported to headquarters that this pet tiger was getting out
of condition, and showed symptoms of knocking up. There
had even been traces of dysentery noticeable near his
favourite walks, The position was getting serious; the
Viceroy, though delayed, was to be expected within a week
or ten days : there was no time to arrange for a substitute,
and if this choice tiger sickened and died from over-feeding,
great would be the disappointment from the Viceroy down-
wards. So the Civil Surgeon of the station was deputed
to the spot, accompanied b\T a native cattle-doctor, aed
furnished with the necessary restoratives. It was under-
stood that, with the help of some opium skilfully introduced
within the carcase of the bullocks, the tiger was kept on his
legs until our long-delayed arrival at last gave relief to all
the anxious watchers by that suffering tiger's hillside.
The Civil Surgeon had been unremitting In his attentions,
and had made nearly daily visits to the neighbourhood of
his interesting patient. And my informant, who was In
charge of the finances of the district, apprehended a very
long bill from that medical officer for travelling allowances
and' consultation fees* as his charges were to be on the
higher scale, the doctor claiming that he had been acting
throughout In consultation with his native colleague, who
must be considered to have been primarily in charge of the
case, " But confound the expense/1 said the cheery Magis-
trate* "here you are, all of you; -and our well-fed tiger,
whatever he has cost, will probably give the Viceroy to-
morrow such sport as he has never before seen or is likely
-ever again to behold."

o